
Table. Violent Content in G-Rated Animated Films*

Movie Title Year Length, s Violence, s

Injuries (Fatal), No.

Weapons

Total

Good/
Neutral

Character
Quality

Bad
Character

Quality Body Sword Gun Magic Explosive Poison Other

Snow White and the Seven
Dwarfs

1937 5040 474† 2 (1) 1 (0) 1 (1) X X X X

Fantasia 1940 7200 307 1 (1) 1 (1) 0 X X

Pinocchio 1940 5280 432‡ 1 (0) 1 (0) 0 X X X X

Dumbo 1941 3780 75 0 0 0 X X

Bambi 1942 4140 252 2 (1)§ 2 (1) 0 X X X

The Three Caballeros 1945 4260 210 0 0 0 X X X X X

Fun and Fancy Free 1947 4380 552 0 0 0 X X

The Adventures of Ichabod
and Mr. Toad

1949 4080 527 0 0 0 X X X X

Cinderella 1950 4560 273† 1 (1) 0 1 (1) X X X

Alice in Wonderland 1951 4440 316‡ 0 0 0 X X

Peter Pan 1953 4560 863†‡ 2 (1) 1 (0) 1 (1) X X X X X

Lady and the Tramp 1955 4560 351 3 (1) 2 (0) 1 (1) X X X

Sleeping Beauty 1959 4500 599 1 (1) 0 1 (1) X X X X

101 Dalmatians 1961 4740 492 0 0 0 X X X

The Sword in the Stone 1963 4740 1012† 0 0 0 X X X X

The Jungle Book 1967 4680 676‡ 3 (0) 3 (0) 0 X X

A Boy Named Charlie
Brown

1969 5100 109 0 0 0 X X X

The Aristocats 1970 4740 354 0 0 0 X X X

Snoopy, Come Home 1972 4800 500 1 (0)§ 1 (0) 0 X X

Charlotte’s Web 1973 5640 164† 0 0 0 X X X

Robin Hood 1973 4980 814 0 0 0 X X X

The Many Adventures of
Winnie the Pooh

1977 4980 65 0 0 0 X X X

The Rescuers 1977 4560 675‡ 0 0 0 X X X X

The Fox and the Hound 1981 4980 717 3 (1)§ 2 (1) 1 (0) X X X

The Last Unicorn 1982 5100 743 5 (3)\ 3 (1) 2 (2) X X X X

The Secret of NIMH 1982 5100 522† 4 (3)\ 3 (2) 1 (1) X X X X

The Care Bears Movie 1985 4680 471 0 0 0 X X X

An American Tail 1986 4860 701 0 0 0 X X X X

The Great Mouse Detective 1986 4380 798 2 (2) 0 2 (2) X X X X

The Land Before Time 1988 4140 484 3 (2) 1 (1) 2 (1) X X

Oliver and Company 1988 4440 293 6 (3) 2 (0) 4 (3) X X X

All Dogs Go to Heaven 1989 5340 554† 5 (3)§ 3 (2) 2 (1) X X X

Kiki’s Delivery Service 1989 6180 35 0 0 0 X

The Little Mermaid 1989 4980 517‡ 2 (1) 1 (0) 1 (1) X X X

Duck Tales: The Movie 1990 4440 494‡ 1 (1) 0 1 (1) X X X X

Happily Ever After 1990 4440 1071 5 (3) 2 (0) 3 (3) X X X X

Jetsons: The Movie 1990 4920 221 3 (0)\ 3 (0) 0 X X

The Nutcracker Prince 1990 4440 428‡ 5 (2)§ 2 (0) 3 (2) X X X X X

The Rescuers Down Under 1990 4620 673 1 (1) 0 1 (1) X X X X

An American Tail: Fievel
Goes West

1991 4500 873 0 0 0 X X X X X

Beauty and the Beast 1991 5040 786†‡ 3 (1)§\ 2 (0) 1 (1) X X X X

The Princess and the Goblin 1991 4920 659 3 (2)§\ 1 (0) 2 (2) X X X

Aladdin 1992 5400 968‡ 1 (1) 1 (1) 0 X X X X

Fern Gully: The Last
Rainforest

1992 4560 475 0 0 0 X X X X

Little Nemo: Adventures in
Slumberland

1992 5100 578 3 (2)\ 1 (0) 2 (2) X X X
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account for 29% of the total screen du-
ration of violence. All films contain acts
of violence through direct body con-
tact, and in all but 1 of the films, some
object other than those listed in the Table
is used (eg, rope, broom, stone). In 39
films (53%), a sword, knife, or other
sharp metal object was used; in 26 films
(35%), a gun or cannon was used; and
in 17 films (23%), magic was used as a
weapon. Only 10 films (14%) con-
tained the use of an explosive, and poi-
son was used in 3 films (4%).

COMMENT
Clinicians and researchers have warned
that exposure to media violence may
stimulatechildrenandadolescents touse
aggressive behavior to achieve goals or
resolve conflicts.9-11 By contrast, a recent
editorial cautions that it is “inaccurate
to implythat thepublishedworkstrongly
indicates a causal link between virtual
and actual violence.”12 On balance, it is
difficult to dispute the potentially pow-
erful role of the media as a teacher of
social norms to many young children.

This article characterizes children’s
exposure to violence in animated films,
but the results of our study have some
limitations. First, coding information
from movies is subjective. Having a
single person code the data reduces
variability, but it may have limited the
accuracy. However, the use of a timer
and recording actual screen times for
incidents provides opportunity for vali-
dation. Second, we use a broad defini-
tion of violence that extends from slap-
stick comedy to premeditated murder.

Table. Violent Content in G-Rated Animated Films (cont)

Movie Title* Year Length, s Violence, s

Injuries (Fatal), No.

Weapons

Total

Good/
Neutral

Character
Quality

Bad
Character

Quality Body Sword Gun Magic Explosive Poison Other

Tom and Jerry: The Movie 1992 5040 501†‡ 1 (0) 1 (0) 0 X X X X

My Neighbor Totoro 1993 5160 6 0 0 0 X X

Once Upon a Forest 1993 4260 300 2 (2) 2 (2) 0 X X X

We’re Back! A Dinosaur’s
Story

1993 4260 479† 0 0 0 X X X

The Lion King 1994 5280 838†‡ 2 (2) 1 (1) 1 (1) X X

The Pagemaster 1994 4560 836 0 0 0 X X X X X

The Swan Princess 1994 5400 788‡ 9 (2) 8 (1) 1 (1) X X X X

Thumbelina 1994 5160 410 1 (0) 1 (0) 0 X X X

The Troll in Central Park 1994 4560 900 0 0 0 X X X X X

Arabian Knight 1995 4380 542‡ 2 (2) 1 (1) 1 (1) X X X

Balto 1995 4680 338†‡ 1 (0) 0 1 (0) X X X

A Goofy Movie 1995 4680 127‡ 0 0 0 X X

Gumby: The Movie 1995 5400 990‡ 1 (0) 1 (0) 0 X X X

The Pebble and Penguin 1995 4440 1026‡ 1 (1) 0 1 (1) X X

Pocahontas 1995 4860 323† 3 (1) 3 (1) 0 X X X X

Toy Story 1995 4860 246 0 0 0 X X X X

All Dogs Go to Heaven 2 1996 4920 800 0 0 0 X X X

The Hunchback of Notre
Dame

1996 5400 1006†‡ 5 (2)§\ 4 (1) 1 (1) X X X

Anastasia 1997 5640 630† 3 (2)§ 1 (0) 2 (2) X X X X

Babes in Toyland 1997 4440 704 3 (1)\ 2 (0) 1 (1) X X

Cats Don’t Dance 1997 4620 311 0 0 0 X X

Hercules 1997 5520 974‡ 3 (2) 1 (0) 2 (2) X X X

Pippi Longstocking 1997 4680 172 0 0 0 X X

The Swan Princess 2 1997 4320 932‡ 3 (2) 1 (0) 2 (2) X X X X

A Bug’s Life 1998 5700 1098‡ 3 (1)§\ 2 (0) 1 (1) X X X

Mulan 1998 5280 986‡ 5 (2) 3 (0) 2 (2) X X X X

Quest for Camelot 1998 5160 1447 3 (2)§\ 2 (1) 1 (1) X X X X

The Rugrats Movie 1998 4860 492†‡ 0 0 0 X X

The King and I 1999 5340 855‡ 2 (0) 2 (0) 0 X X X X X

*The following films were not available for review: Pinocchio and the Emperor of the Night, Race for Your Life, Charlie Brown, Rock-A-Doodle, and Rover Dangerfield. “Other”
weapons include things such as a rope, broom, or stone.

†At least 1 character was shown conveying a message of nonviolence.
‡At least 1 character was shown celebrating the violent act through cheers or laughter.
§If at least 1 character was shown experiencing pain from an injury.
\If at least 1 injury was treated through medical care (eg, bandaging, medicine) or magic.
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